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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention, 

1. Claim 2, 5, 7, 10, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 2, 7, 12 applicant claiming wherein said secondary central 
communications facility is generally impervious to externally-based operational 
disruptions to facilitate generally uninterruptible emergency communications with local 
exchange carrier facilities and emergency response units thereby generally ensuring 
uninterrupted emergency response to emergency situations which have disabled a 
public safety answering point. The broadness of the claim is indefinite to what the 
applicant is trying to claim, for example, what situation is the facility "generally 
impervious to external-based operational disruption." It can be broadly interpreted as a 
weather effect of rain outside of the facility, and it is well known to one ordinarily skilled 
in the art that rain outside does not "generally" affect the facility inside because of 
structural sheltering building. 



Regarding claim 5, 10, applicant claiming the combination of claim I wherein said 
at least one operator is at least one highly trained individual. The indefinite language 
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usage of "highly trained" is unclear. Examiner interprets the claim language as to claim 
an operator who is capable to operate the system, which is disclosed by Antonucci (Col 
3, line 3; Col 5, line 30,51). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claim 1,3-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Antonucci et al (hereinafter Antonucci). 



In combination: 

at least one public safety answering point operative to receive emergency 
communications from least one local exchange carrier facility and dispatch emergency 
response units (Col, lines 64-66) response receipt of said emergency communications 
(Col 9, line 56 - Col 10, line 14; Col 11, lines 20-53; Col 12, lines 1-9); and 
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an emergency backup communications system for facilitating emergency responses the 
event of loss of communication and/or inoperability of said at least one local public 
safety answering point, said emergency backup communications system including (Col 
11, lines 23-29) (ESC1 and ESC2 are functionally similar but essentially independent 
and are backup to one another); 

a secondary central communications facility (ESC2) generally independent and 
generally secure information transmission connection with said at least one local 
exchange carrier facility (Col 12, lines 3-5; Fig. 2); 

automated location identification interface means operative to receive and 
facilitate information reception from an automated location identification (ALI) system 
associated with said at least one local exchange carrier facility (Col 12, lines 10-25; Fig. 
2); 

computer aided dispatch interface means operative to receive and facilitate 
information reception from computer aided dispatch (CAD) system associated with said 
at least one local exchange carrier facility (Col 8, lines 28-42; Col 13, lines 45-46, 55- 

63); 

at least one operator in said secondary central communications facility operative 
to receive incoming emergency communications and screen said incoming emergency 
communications for location and response information (Col 12, lines 10-59; Col 13, lines 
44-47, 15-17,26-33); 
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dispatch means in said secondary central communications facility operative to 
interpret said information received via said incoming emergency communications, said 
automated location identification interface means and said computer aided dispatch 
interface means and transmit dispatch information including said location and response 
information to emergency response units for response to incoming emergency 
communications (done at the PSAP1) from said at least one local exchange carrier 
facility (Col 8, lines 28-42; Col 13, lines 45-46, 55-63; Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 3, Antonucci discloses the combination of claim I wherein said 
automated location identification interface means (Col 5, lines 43-45; Col 12, lines 10- 
25) and said computer aided dispatch interface means (Col 8, line 33) each include 
programmable computing means operative to receive emergency communications data 
from an automated location identification (ALI) system and a computer aided dispatch 
(CAD) system associated with said at least one local exchange carrier facility and 
identify and interpret the incoming emergency communications data and output 
recognizable location and response information independent of the specific automated 
location identification (ALI) system and a computer aided dispatch (CAD) system (at the 
PSAP) from which said emergency communications data is received (Col 13, lines 5-25, 
58-59). 
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Regarding claim 4, Antonucci discloses the combination of claim I further 
comprising communications means operative to interface with both military and civil 
communications systems to facilitate inter-organizational communications thereby 
acting as a macrosystem (Col 13, lines 12-25, 52, -54, 64-67). 

Regarding claim 5, and 10, applicant claiming wherein said at least one operator 
is at least one highly trained individual. Examiner interprets the claim language as to 
claim an operator who is capable to operate the system, which is disclosed by 
Antonucci (Col 3, line 3; Col 5, line 30, 51). 

Regarding claim 6, Antonucci discloses the combination of claim I wherein said 
generally independent and generally secure information transmission connection 
between said at least one local exchange carrier facility and said secondary central 
communications facility is selected from the group comprising landline, fiber optic, 
microwave, radio communications, satellite communications and cable (Col 10, line 35; 
Col 11, lines 20-45; Col 13, lines 3-4). 

Regarding claim 7, An emergency backup communications system (Col 8, lines 
28-43) for facilitating emergency responses in the event of loss of communication 
and/or inoperability of a public safety answering point, said emergency backup 
communications system (Col 11, lines 23-29) (ESC1 and ESC2 are functionally similar 
but essentially independent and are backup to one another) comprising: 
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a secondary central communications facility (ESC2)in generally independent and 
generally secure information transmission connection with a local exchange carrier 
facility (Col 12, lines 3-5; Fig. 2); 

automated location identification interface means operative to receive and 
facilitate information reception from an automated location identification (ALI ) system 
associated with a local exchange carrier facility (Col 12, lines 10-25; Fig. 2); 

computer aided dispatch interface means operative to receive and facilitate 
information reception from a computer aided , dispatch (CAD) system associated with a 
local exchange carrier facility (Col 8, lines 28-42; Col 13, lines 45-46, 55-63); 

at least one operator in said secondary central communications facility operative 
to receive incoming emergency communications and screen said incoming emergency 
communications for location and response information (Col 12, lines 10-59; Col 13, lines 
44-47, 15-17, 26-33); 

dispatch means in said secondary central communications facility operative to 
interpret said information received via said incoming emergency communications, said 
automated location identification interface means and said computer aided dispatch 
interface means and transmit dispatch information including location and situation 
information to emergency response units for response to incoming emergency 
communications (done at PSAP1) from a local exchange carrier facility (Col 8, lines 28- 
42; Col 13, lines 45-46, 55-63; Fig. 2); and 

said secondary central communications facility being generally impervious to externally- 
based operational disruptions (Col 8, lines 28-43) to facilitate generally uninterruptible 
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emergency communications with local exchange carrier facilities and emergency 
response units thereby generally ensuring uninterrupted emergency response to 
emergency situations which have disabled a public safety answering point . The 
broadness of this specific limitation makes the claim indefinite to what the applicant is 
trying to claim, for example, what situation is the facility "generally impervious to 
external-based operational disruption." It can be broadly interpreted as a weather effect 
of rain outside of the facility, and it is well known to one ordinarily skilled in the art that 
rain outside does not "generally" affect the facility inside because of structural sheltering 
building. 

Regarding claim 8, Antonucci discloses the emergency backup communications 
system of claim 7 wherein said automated location identification interface means (Col 5, 
lines 43-45; Col 12, lines 10-25) and said computer aided dispatch interface means (Col 
8, line 33) each include programmable computing means operative to receive 
emergency communications data from an automated location identification (ALI) system 
and a computer aided dispatch (CAD) system associated with said at least one local 
exchange carrier facility and identify and interpret the incoming emergency 
communications data and output recognizable location and response information 
independent of the specific automated location identification (ALI) system and a 
computer aided dispatch (CAD) system (at the PSAP) from which said emergency 
communications data is received (Col 13, lines 5-25, 58-59) (Fig. 2). 
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Regarding claim 9, Antonucci discloses the emergency backup system of claim 7 
further comprising communications means operative to interface with both military and 
civil communications systems to facilitate inter-organizational communications thereby 
acting as a macrosystem (Col 13, lines 12-25, 52, -54, 64-67). 



Regarding claim 1 1 , Antonucci discloses the emergency backup communications 
system of claim 7 wherein said generally independent and generally secure information 
transmission connection between said at least one local exchange carrier facility and 
said secondary central communications facility is selected from the group comprising 
landline, fiber optic, microwave, radio communications, satellite communications and 
cable (Col 10, line 35; Col 11, lines 20-45; Col 13, lines 3-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Antonucci in view of Koster et al (hereinafter Koster). 
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Regarding claim 12, Antonucci discloses a method of providing an emergency 
backup communications system (Col 8, lines 28-43) for facilitating emergency 
responses in the event of the non-functionality of a public safety answering point, said 
method comprising the steps: 

providing an automated location identification interface means operative to 
receive and facilitate information reception from an automated location identification 
(ALI ) system associated with a local exchange carrier facility (Col 12, lines 10-25; Fig. 
2); 

providing a computer aided dispatch interface means operative to receive and 
facilitate information reception from a computer aided dispatch (CAD) system 
associated with a local exchange carrier facility (Col 8, lines 28-42; Col 13, lines 45-46, 
55-63); 

substituting said secondary central communications facility (ESC2 or another 
backup system is also disclosed) and said generally independent and generally secure 
information transmission connection for the nonfunctional public safety answering point 
(Col 1 1 , lines 20-29; Fig. 2)(Col 15, lines 47-54); 

receiving incoming emergency communications via said generally independent 
and generally secure information transmission connection within said secondary central 
communications facility from a local exchange carrier facility (Col 16, lines 20-50); 

screening said incoming emergency communications for location and 
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response information (Col 15, lines 55-64; Col 16, lines 20-30; Col 13, lines 44-49); 

interpreting said location and response information via said incoming 
emergency communications, said automated location identification interface means 
and said computer aided dispatch interface means such that the location and response 
for the emergency situation is determined (Col 16, lines 20-57); and 

transmitting dispatch information including said location and response 
information to emergency response units for response to incoming emergency 
communications from a local exchange carrier facility (Col 16, lines 20-57); 

Antonucci discloses all the particulars of the claim but determining that the public 
safety answering point is nonfunctional, which can be viewed as well known due to the 
fact that Antonucci discloses back up systems (Col 1 , line 28; Col 15, lines 47-50); 

however, examiner also provides another art that does clearly disclose 
determining that the public safety answering point is nonfunctional (Koster; Abstract; Col 
11, lines 46-50); 

it would have been obvious to one ordinarily skilled in the art at the time of 
invention to incorporate Koster's disclosure to provide a back communication PSAP; 

providing a secondary central communications facility in generally independent and 
generally secure information transmission connection with a local exchange carrier 
facility, said secondary central communications facility being generally impervious to 
externally-based operational disruptions (Col 8, lines 28-43) to facilitate generally 
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uninterruptible emergency communications with local exchange carrier facilities and 
emergency response units; the broadness of this specific limitation makes the claim 
indefinite to what the applicant is trying to claim, for example, what situation is the 
facility "generally impervious to external-based operational disruption." It can be broadly 
interpreted as a weather effect of rain outside of the facility, and it is well known to one 
ordinarily skilled in the art that rain outside does not "generally" affect the facility inside 
because of structural sheltering building. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicants disclosure. Refer to Reference Cited Form-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuck Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7866. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on 571-272-7872. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Chuck Huynh / 
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